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Executive Summary 

Consultation on the first formal Regulation 18 stage of the South West Hertfordshire 
Joint Strategic Plan (JSP) was undertaken in autumn 2022. This consultation sought 
feedback on a number of themes, a draft vision and objectives for the Plan, and a 
series of potential growth types that could be considered for the future.  Officers 
have now considered all of the responses received and prepared a draft consultation 
report.  This report provides a high level summary of the number and nature of these 
responses and seeks the endorsement of a series of changes to the draft vison and 
objectives to take account of feedback received.  It also seeks agreement to a 
number of changes to the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report which was 
consulted on in parallel.  

 

Recommendations  

1. Note the feedback received on the South West Hertfordshire Joint Strategic 
Plan Regulation 18 consultation (as summarised in Appendices 1 and 2) 

2. Endorse the revised vision and objectives for the South West Hertfordshire 
Joint Strategic Plan Regulation 18, incorporating changes recommended as a 
result of the consultation responses (Appendix 5) 

3. Agree the recommended changes to the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 
Report (Appendix 6) 

4. Agree that minor changes can be made to the South West Hertfordshire Joint 
Strategic Plan Regulation 18 Consultation Feedback report and Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping Report by the Associate Director of Planning, Infrastructure 
and Economy in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Planning, prior to 
publication.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Report pathway 

Next review body:      Cabinet:  

Indicative date:  2 October 2023 

Final review body:      Cabinet  

Indicative date: 2 October 2023 

Contact Officer:  

For further info contact:      Jack Green Spatial Planning Manager 

Email:         jack.green@watford.gov.uk 

Reviewed and signed off by:     Ben Martin, Associate Director Planning, 

Infrastructure and Economy 

Detailed proposal 

 

Role and Scope of the South West Hertfordshire Joint Strategic Plan 

 

1.1 The South West Hertfordshire authorities (Watford Borough Council, 

Dacorum Borough Council, Hertsmere Borough Council, St. Albans City and 

District Council and Three Rivers District Council, with the support of 

Hertfordshire County Council) have agreed to work together to produce the 

South West Hertfordshire Joint Strategic Plan. This will provide an 

integrated strategic planning framework and supporting evidence base to 

support sustainable growth in the area to 2050. 

 

1.2 The Joint Strategic Plan will be a statutory planning document, prepared 

under Section 28 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as 

amended). The Plan will identify the overall quantum of housing and 

economic growth within South West Hertfordshire to be planned for to 

2050 and its broad distribution across the area. The Plan will identify 

strategic allocations and priorities, as well as the strategic infrastructure 

necessary to deliver the spatial strategy. 

 

1.3 The Joint Strategic Plan will focus on climate resilience, infrastructure 

delivery, strategic housing and employment.  However, although a planning 

document, it will help create a framework for investor confidence, including 

government, in South West Hertfordshire. 

 

1.4 The benefits of a Joint Strategic Plan include: 

 increased potential for unlocking infrastructure investment from 
Government; 

 creating a bigger canvas to make decisions about future growth; 



 

 

 allowing an infrastructure-led approach; not ‘planning by numbers’; and 

 enabling a coordinated approach to investment and delivery of 
infrastructure giving priority to strategic solutions; 

 working collaboratively with other local authorities in South West 

Hertfordshire to agree and deliver a shared vision. 
 

 Historic environment; 

 Both urban and rural employment sectors; 

 Protection of water resources; and 

 Air quality. 
 

 
Table 3. Growth typologies 


